NATIONAL LAW UNIVERSITY AND JUDICIAL ACADEMY, ASSAM
PROGRAMME: B.A., LL.B.(HONS.) FYIC
DETAILS OF COURSE OFFERED
ODD SEMESTER (I) — ACADEMIC YEAR- 2024-25

SL. COURSE CODE | COURSE TITLE | L T/ P CR CH
NO
1 BL 101 LEGAL a4 1 a4
ENGLISH AND | PER PER
RESEARCH WEEK WEEK
METHODS-|

A. CODE AND TITLE OF THE COURSE: BL 201 LEGAL ENGLISH AND RESEARCH
METHODS- 11

B. COURSE CREDIT: 4 (TOTAL MARKS 200)
C. MEDIUM OF INSTRUCTION: ENGLISH

D. COURSE COMPILED BY: APARAJITA DUTTA HAZARIKA AND DR.
THANGZAKHUP TOMBING

E. COURSE INSTRUCTOR: APARAJITA DUTTA HAZARIKA AND DR.
THANGZAKHUP TOMBING

1. COURSE OBJECTIVES

THIS COURSE IS INTENDED TO PROVIDE THE STUDENTS WITH WORKING AND
PRACTICAL ASPECTS OF THE LANGUAGE AND THE COURSE DEALS WITH A
MODULE WHICH LAYS STRESS ON GRAMMAR, WRITING SKILLS AND
COMMUNICATIVE ENGLISH. THIS MODULE WILL HIGHLIGHT THE CONSTITUTIVE
ASPECTS OF THE WRITTEN AS WELL AS SPOKEN ENGLISH. AT THE SAME TIME,
A COMPLETE MODULE HAS BEEN DEDICATED TO LEGAL LANGUAGE WHICH
INCLUDES UNDERSTANDING OF LEGAL TERMS AND LEGAL PHRASES. IT WILL
HELP THE STUDENTS TO TAKE RECOURSE TO THE LEGAL REGISTER OF THE
ENGLISH LANGUAGE. THE RESEARCH METHODOLOGY ASPECT OF THE COURSE
ATTEMPTS TO INCULCATE THE HABIT OF DEVELOPING A RESEARCH BENT OF
MIND WHICH IS ETHICAL, ANALYTICAL, RESPONSIBLE AND CONFIDENT.



LECTURES ON INTERDISCIPLINARY RESEARCH METHODOLOGY WILL HELP
STUDENTS APPRECIATE THE SIGNIFICANCE AND INTERCONNECTION OF
LEGAL RESEARCH WITH OTHER SOCIAL SCIENCES RESEARCH.

MAJOR EMPHASIS IS ALSO LAID IN LEGAL RESEARCH AND LANGUAGE
OF LAW. FOR STUDENTS OF LAW, UNDERSTANDING OF THE PROCESS OF
RESEARCH IS VERY IMPORTANT. A STUDENT SHOULD KNOW WHAT, WHERE
AND HOW TO LOOK FOR THE INFORMATION THAT HE/SHE IS SEARCHING FOR.
IN THE LEGAL FIELD, EXPERTISE IN RESEARCH TOOLS AND TECHNIQUES IS A
SINE QUA NON AS THE NATURE OF THE JOB ITSELF REQUIRES PRECISION IN
FINDING THE RELEVANT FACTS, CIRCUMSTANCES, CASES, DECISIONS AND
JUDGMENTS TO SUM UP THE OBJECTIVES,

TO ENABLE THE STUDENTS TO SPEAK, READ AND TO WRITE ENGLISH
LANGUAGE CLEARLY, FLAWLESSLY AND COMPREHENSIVELY,

TO INITIATE THE STUDENTS INTO VARIOUS SELF-TRAINING METHODS OF
IMPROVING THEIR COMMUNICATION SKILLS IN ENGLISH, MORE
PARTICULARLY, FOR VARIOUS TYPES OF LEGAL TRANSACTIONS;

TO MAKE THE STUDENTS TO REALIZE THE IMPORTANCE AND
SIGNIFICANCE OF RESEARCH IN DISMANTLING IGNORANCE AND PREJUDICE
THAT IS DEEPLY INGRAINED IN THE SOCIETY,

TO FAMILIARIZE THE STUDENTS WITH THE INTRICACIES OF RESEARCH
IN LAW AND INTERDISCIPLINARY RESEARCH OF SOCIO-LEGAL RESEARCH AND
ITS IMPLICATIONS;

TO INTRODUCE THE STUDENTS TO THE METHODS OF RESEARCH AND
THE TOOLS OF RESEARCH,;

TO TRAIN STUDENTS ON HOW TO WRITE ARTICLES, REPORT AND
SEMINARIES.

2. TEACHING METHODOLOGY THE TEACHING METHODOLOGY SHALL BE
PARTICIPATORY IN NATURE WITH DISCUSSIONS ON THE TOPICS INCLUDED
AND RELATED. THE STUDENTS ARE ENCOURAGED TO DO INDEPENDENT
RESEARCH ON THEIR RESPECTIVE ASSIGNMENTS. IN THE CLASSROOM EVERY
STUDENT IS REQUIRED TO PRESENT HIS/HER TOPIC AND TO HAVE HIS/HER
DOUBT CLEARED THROUGH DISCUSSION. THE TEACHER WILL BE HELPING AND
GUIDING THE STUDENTS IN THEIR PURSUITS OF LEGAL LEARNING. THE
TEACHER SUMMARIZES AFTER THE STUDENTS HAVE COMPLETED THEIR
DISCUSSION, AND THE DOUBTS, IF ANY, ARE CLARIFIED.

3. LEARNING OUTCOMES OF THE COURSE

ON COMPLETION OF THE COURSE THE STUDENTS ARE EXPECTED TO
COMPREHEND THE VARIOUS ASPECTS OF THE LEGAL LANGUAGE AND TO GAIN
THE ART, SKILL AND TECHNIQUES OF RESEARCH TO CARRY OUT RESEARCH
ACTIVITIES WHICH ARE PERTINENT IN THE DOMAIN OF LEGAL RESEARCH AS



WELL AS SOCIAL- LEGAL RESEARCH WHICH WILL GUIDE THEM IN THEIR
FUTURE LINE OF ADVOCACY, LITIGATION, JUDICIARY, ACADEMICS ETC.

4. COURSE EVALUATION METHOD

THE COURSE SHALL BE ASSESSED FOR 200 MARKS. THE EVALUATION
SCHEME WOULD BE AS FOLLOWS: INTERNAL ASSESSMENT: 70% (140 MARKS)
EXTERNAL ASSESSMENT: 30% (60 MARKS)

SL. NO. | MARKS DISTRIBUTION

1 PROJECT WORK 40 MARKS
2 SEMINAR/ GROUP DISCUSSION 20 MARKS
3 ASSIGNMENT/ ASSESSMENT 30 MARKS
4 MID-SEMESTER 40 MARKS
5 ATTENDANCE IN CLASS 10 MARKS
6 SEMESTER END EXAMINATION 60 MARKS

5. DETAILED STRUCTURE OF THE COURSE (SPECIFYING COURSE MODULES
AND SUB-MODULES)

MODULE ]

e LEGAL WRITING- LEGALESE

e FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES OF LEGAL WRITING; WRITING A CASE
COMMENT

e DRAFTING OF LAW REPORTS
e PROBLEM OF LEGAL LANGUAGE IN DRAFTING

e PUNCTUATION, NARRATION, CLAUSES, TRANSFORMATION OF
SENTENCES, ADJECTIVES AND DEGREES OF COMPARISON, PREPOSITIONS

MODULE Il
LEGAL TERMS

AB INTIO; AD HOC; AD INTERIM; AGREEMENT, APPEAL; BONAFIDE; COURT,;
DEED; DE FACTO; EX OFFICIO; EX-PARTE; FIRST INFORMATION REPORT (FIR);
LOCUS STANDI; MALAFIDE; MODUS OPERANDI; PETITION; PLAINT; PRIVATE;
PUBLIC; SINE DAMNO

LEGAL MAXIMS

* ACTUS NON FACTIT REUM NISI MENS SITREA (THE ACT ITSELF DOES NOT
CONSTITUTE GUILT UNLESS DONE WITH A GUILTY INTENT);

* ACTIO PERSONALIS MORITUR CUM PERSON (A PERSONAL RIGHT OF ACTION
DIES WITH THE PERSON);



e AUDI ALTERM PARTEM (NO PERSON SHOULD BE CONDEMNED UNHEARD);

e COMMUNIS ERROR FACIT JUS (COMMON ERROR SOMETIMES PASSES
CURRENT AS LAW);

* DELEGATUS NON POTEST DELEGARE (A DELEGATE CANNOT FURTHER
DELEGATE);

* EX NUDO PACTO NON ORITUR ACTION (NO CAUSE OF ACTION ARISES FROM
A BARE PROMISE);

* EX TURPI CAUSA NON ORITUR ACTIO (AN ACTION DOES NOT ARISE FROM A
BASE CAUSE);

e IN PARI DELICTO PORTIOR EST CONDITIO DEFENDANTIS (WHERE THE
PARTIES ARE EQUALLY AT GUILT, THE PARTY IN POSSESSION IS BETTER
PLACED);

* FALSUS IN UNO FALSUS IN OMNIBUS (FALSE IN ONE PARTICULAR IS FALSE
IN GENERAL);

* GENERALIA SPECIALIBUS NON DEROGANT (GENERAL THINGS DO NOT
DEROGATE FROM SPECIAL THINGS)

MODULE Il
CONCEPTS OF RESEARCH

MEANING OF RESEARCH; DIFFERENCE BETWEEN RESEARCH AND COMMON
SENSE; LEGAL REASONING DIFFERENCE BETWEEN RESEARCH AND
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY ; RESEARCH IN SOCIAL SCIENCES; RESEARCH IN
THE FIELD OF LAW;, COMPONENTS OF GOOD RESEARCH; PURPOSE BEHIND
TEACHING THE SUBJECTS OF RESEARCH METHODOLOGY; TYPES OF
RESEARCH : DOCTRINAL RESEARCH; NON -~ DOCTRINAL RESEARCH;
COMPARATIVE RESEARCH; DESCRIPTIVE RESEARCH; EMPIRICAL RESEARCH,;
EVALUATIVE RESEARCH; EXPERIMENTAL RESEARCH; HISTORICAL RESEARCH,;
INTER - DISCIPLINARY RESEARCH; INDUCTIVE AND DEDUCTIVE RESEARCH,;
THE EMERGENCE OF SOCIO - LEGAL RESEARCH IN INDIA; USING LIBRARY~
IMPORTANCE AND FINDING THE LAW- CASES, JOURNALS, PERIODICALS ETC

MODULE IV
INTRODUCTION TO LEGAL RESEARCH

NATURE AND SCOPE OF LEGAL RESEARCH; DEFINITION OF LEGAL RESEARCH;
RESEARCH AS A CREATIVE, STRATEGIC AND THINKING PROCESS; RESEARCH
ETHICS; UNETHICAL RESEARCH PRACTICES: PLAGIARISM AND ITS
CONSEQUENCE, STEPS INVOLVE IN RESEARCH PROCESS; SOURCE OF
LITERATURE — PRIMARY, SECONDARY, DOCUMENTARY SOURCES;, SELECTION
AND DISSEMINATION OF LITERATURE; HOW TO READ PRIMARY DOCUMENTS —
JUDGMENTS, STATUTES AND REPORTS; HOW TO READ SECONDARY
DOCUMENTS— BOOKS, JOURNALS, PERIODICALS AND NEWSPAPERS;
INTERNET AND WEB SOURCES. FORMULATION OF RESEARCH PROBLEM
CONDITIONS TO BE CONDUCIVE TO THE FORMULATION OF A RESEARCH



PROBLEM; INTELLECTUAL SUFFERINGS, IDENTIFICATION OF A RESEARCH
PROBLEM; ROLE OF A RESEARCH SUPERVISOR; ROLE OF RESEARCH FUNDING
AGENCIES. HYPOTHESIS AND RESEARCH DESIGN CONCEPT, FORMATION AND
UTILITY OF HYPOTHESIS;, TYPES OF HYPOTHESIS ~ NULL HYPOTHESIS, FALSE
AND BARREN HYPOTHESIS; SIGNIFICANCE OF HYPOTHESIS IN RESEARCH,
CHARACTERISTICS OF A USEFUL HYPOTHESES. MEANING, DEFINITION AND
SIGNIFICANCE OF RESEARCH DESIGN; CONTENTS AND ESSENTIALS OF
RESEARCH DESIGN; TYPES OF RESEARCH DESIGN -DIAGNOSTIC,
EXPLANATORY, EXPLORATORY AND EXPERIMENTAL RESEARCH DESIGN,
PHASES IN RESEARCH DESIGNING, ADVANTAGE OF RESEARCH DESIGNING.

6. PRESCRIBED READINGS FOR MODULE | AND II

MADABHUSHI SRIDHAR, LEGAL LANGUAGE, 2ND EDITION: FUNDAMENTAL
PRINCIPLES OF LEGAL WRITING, P21 1-213; GENERAL GUIDELINES RELATING
TO LEGAL WRITING, P214-221; HOW TO WRITE A CASE COMMENT, P 232-246;
LEGAL MAXIMS, P289-296; LEGAL TERMS, P37 1-393.

A.S.HORNBY, GUIDE TO PATTERNS AND USAGE IN ENGLISH, OUP, DELHI,
1999. BANSAL, R.K. AND J.B. HARRISON, SPOKEN ENGLISH, ORIENT
LONGMAN, MUMBAI, 1991.

BHATNAGAR, R.P., LAW AND LANGUAGE, MACMILLAN INDIA LTD., NEW DELHI,
2010.

BROWN, GORDON W., LEGAL TERMINOLOGY, PRENTICE HALL, NEW JERSEY,
2003.

FREEMAN, SARAH, WRITTEN COMMUNICATION IN ENGLISH, ORIENT
LONGMAN, LONDON, 1977.

GARNER, BRYAN, DICTIONARY OF MODERN LEGAL USAGE, OXFORD
UNIVERSITY PRESS, OXFORD, 2001.

KREIG, PAUL, LONGMAN’S.: DICTIONARY OF COMMON ERRORS, ORIENT
LONGMAN, LONDON, 2002.

TRIPATHI, S.C., LEGAL LANGUAGE, WRITING AND GENERAL ENGLISH, TURTON,
NEW DELHI, 2001.

7. PRESCRIBED READINGS FOR MODULE Ill AND IV

EP ELINGER AND KJ KEITH, LEGAL RESEARCH TECHNIQUES AND IDEAS, S.K.
VERMA AND M. AFZAL WANI, LEGAL RESEARCH AND METHODOLOGY, LEGAL
RESEARCH AND METHODOLOGY, ILI, PP. 219 — 240.

GEORGE D. BRADEN, LEGAL RESEARCH: A YARIATION ON AN OLD LAMENT,
S.K. YERMA AND M. AFZAL WANI, LEGAL RESEARCH AND METHODOLOGY,
LEGAL RESEARCH AND METHODOLOGY, ILI, PP. 16 — 24.



HC JAIN USING LAW LIBRARY, S.K. VERMA AND M. AFZAL WANI, LEGAL
RESEARCH AND METHODOLOGY, LEGAL RESEARCH AND METHODOLOGY, ILI,
PP.241 - 263.

JILL K. JESSON, LYDIA MATHESON AND FIONA M. LACEY, DOING YOUR
LITERATURE REVIEW. TRADITIONAL AND SYSTEMATIC TECHNIQUES, SAGE
PUBLICATIONS, N. DELHI, PART | GETTING INFORMATION PP. 7 — 69.

RAM AHUJA, RESEARCH METHODS, RAWAT PUBLICATIONS, N. DELHI, REPRINT
2012, CHAPTER 5, PROBLEM FORMATION AND DEVELOPING RESEARCH
QUESTIONS, PP. 103 —- 119

RAM AHUJA, RESEARCH METHODS, RAWAT PUBLICATIONS, N. DELHI, REPRINT
2012, CHAPTER 3, HYPOTHESES, PP. 70 — 90, ALSO CHAPTER 6 RESEARCH
DESIGN, PP. 12-~ 154.

RATTAN SINGH, LEGAL RESEARCH METHODOLOGY, LEXIS NEXIS, INDIA, FIRST
EDITION 2013, PART | CURRENT TRENDS IN RESEARCH AND RESEARCH
ETHICS, PP. 3 — 14.

RATTAN SINGH, LEGAL RESEARCH METHODOLOGY, LEXIS NEXIS, INDIA, FIRST
EDITION 2013, PART V PRESUMPTION AND CONSTRUCTION OF HYPOTHESIS,
PP. 205 — 251.

SL SHARMA, IDENTIFICATION AND FORMULATION OF RESEARCH PROBLEM, ,
S.K. YERMA AND M. AFZAL WANI, LEGAL RESEARCH AND METHODOLOGY,
LEGAL RESEARCH AND METHODOLOGY, ILI, PP. 301 — 308

WLLIAM J. GOODE AND PAUL K.HATT, METHODS IN SOCIAL RESEARCH, FIRST
INDIA REPRINT, SURJEET PUBLICATIONS, 2006, CHAPTER — 6, BASIC
ELEMENTS OF THE SCIENTIFIC METHOD: HYPOTHESES, PP. 74 — 91.
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