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a. code and title of the course: bl 201 legal english and research 

methods- ii  

b. course credit: 4 (total marks 200)  

c. medium of instruction: english  

d. course compiled by: aparajita dutta hazarika and dr. 

thangzakhup tombing 

e. course instructor: aparajita dutta hazarika and dr. 

thangzakhup tombing 

1. course objectives  

this course is intended to provide the students with working and 

practical aspects of the language and the course deals with a 

module which lays stress on grammar, writing skills and 

communicative english. this module will highlight the constitutive 

aspects of the written as well as spoken english. at the same time, 

a complete module has been dedicated to legal language which 

includes understanding of legal terms and legal phrases. it will 

help the students to take recourse to the legal register of the 

english language. the research methodology aspect of the course 

attempts to inculcate the habit of developing a research bent of 

mind which is ethical, analytical, responsible and confident. 



lectures on interdisciplinary research methodology will help 

students appreciate the significance and interconnection of 

legal research with other social sciences research.  

major emphasis is also laid in legal research and language 

of law. for students of law, understanding of the process of 

research is very important. a student should know what, where 

and how to look for the information that he/she is searching for. 

in the legal field, expertise in research tools and techniques is a 

sine qua non as the nature of the job itself requires precision in 

finding the relevant facts, circumstances, cases, decisions and 

judgments to sum up the objectives,   

to enable the students to speak, read and to write english 

language clearly, flawlessly and comprehensively;   

to initiate the students into various self-training methods of 

improving their communication skills in english, more 

particularly, for various types of legal transactions;   

 to make the students to realize the importance and 

significance of research in dismantling ignorance and prejudice 

that is deeply ingrained in the society;  

 to familiarize the students with the intricacies of research 

in law and interdisciplinary research of socio-legal research and 

its implications;  

  to introduce the students to the methods of research and 

the tools of research;  

to train students on how to write articles, report and 

seminaries.  

2. teaching methodology the teaching methodology shall be 

participatory in nature with discussions on the topics included 

and related. the students are encouraged to do independent 

research on their respective assignments. in the classroom every 

student is required to present his/her topic and to have his/her 

doubt cleared through discussion. the teacher will be helping and 

guiding the students in their pursuits of legal learning. the 

teacher summarizes after the students have completed their 

discussion, and the doubts, if any, are clarified. 

 

 3. learning outcomes of the course  

on completion of the course the students are expected  to 

comprehend the various aspects of the legal language and to gain 

the art, skill and techniques of research to carry out research 

activities which are pertinent in the domain of legal research as 



well as social- legal research which will guide them in their 

future line of advocacy, litigation, judiciary, academics etc. 

 

4. course evaluation method  

the course shall be assessed for 200 marks. the evaluation 

scheme would be as follows: internal assessment: 70% (140 marks) 

external assessment: 30% (60 marks) 

 

 

sl. no. marks distribution 

1 project work  40 marks 

2 seminar/group discussion 20 marks 

3 assignment/assessment 30 marks 

4 mid-semester  40 marks 

5 attendance in class 10 marks 

6 semester end examination  60 marks 

 

 

5. detailed structure of the course (specifying course modules 

and sub-modules)  

module i    

• Legal Writing- legalese 

• Fundamental Principles of Legal Writing; Writing a Case 

Comment  

• Drafting of Law Reports  

• Problem of Legal Language in Drafting 

• Punctuation, Narration, Clauses, Transformation of 

Sentences, Adjectives and Degrees of Comparison, Prepositions 

module ii   

legal terms  

ab intio; ad hoc; ad interim; agreement; appeal; bonafide; court; 

deed; de facto; ex officio; ex-parte; first information report (fir); 

locus standi; malafide; modus operandi; petition; plaint; private; 

public; sine damno  

 legal maxims 

• actus non factit reum nisi mens sitrea (the act itself does not 

constitute guilt unless done with a guilty intent);  

• actio personalis moritur cum person (a personal right of action 

dies with the person);  



• audi alterm partem (no person should be condemned unheard);   

• communis error facit jus (common error sometimes passes 

current as law);  

• delegatus non potest delegare (a delegate cannot further 

delegate);   

• ex nudo pacto non oritur action (no cause of action arises from 

a bare promise);  

 • ex turpi causa non oritur actio (an action does not arise from a 

base cause);   

• in pari delicto portior est conditio defendantis (where the 

parties are equally at guilt, the party in possession is better 

placed);  

• falsus in uno falsus in omnibus (false in one particular is false 

in general);  

• generalia specialibus non derogant (general things do not 

derogate from special things)  

module iii   

concepts of research 

 meaning of research; difference between research and common 

sense; legal reasoning difference between research and 

research methodology ; research in social sciences; research in 

the field of law; components of good research; purpose behind 

teaching the subjects of research methodology; types of 

research : doctrinal research; non - doctrinal research; 

comparative research; descriptive research; empirical research; 

evaluative research; experimental research; historical research; 

inter - disciplinary research; inductive and deductive research; 

the emergence of socio - legal research in india; using library- 

importance and finding the law- cases, journals, periodicals etc    

module iv  

introduction to legal research  

nature and scope of legal research; definition of legal research; 

research as a creative, strategic and thinking process; research 

ethics; unethical research practices: plagiarism and its 

consequence, steps involve in research process; source of 

literature – primary, secondary, documentary sources; selection 

and dissemination of literature; how to read primary documents – 

judgments, statutes and reports; how to read secondary 

documents– books, journals, periodicals and newspapers; 

internet and web sources. formulation of research problem 

conditions to be conducive to the formulation of a research 



problem; intellectual sufferings, identification of a research 

problem; role of a research supervisor; role of research funding 

agencies. hypothesis and research design concept, formation and 

utility of hypothesis; types of hypothesis - null hypothesis, false 

and barren hypothesis; significance of hypothesis in research, 

characteristics of a useful hypotheses. meaning, definition and 

significance of research design; contents and essentials of 

research design; types of research design -diagnostic, 

explanatory, exploratory and experimental research design, 

phases in research designing, advantage of research designing.     

 

6. prescribed readings for module I and ii 

madabhushi sridhar, legal language, 2nd edition: fundamental 

principles of legal writing, p211-213; general guidelines relating 

to legal writing, p214-221; how to write a case comment, p 232-246; 

legal maxims, p289-296; legal terms, p371-393. 

a.s.hornby, guide to patterns and usage in english, oup, delhi, 

1999.  bansal, r.k. and j.b. harrison, spoken english, orient 

longman, mumbai, 1991. 

 bhatnagar, r.p., law and language, macmillan india ltd., new delhi, 

2010. 

 brown, gordon w., legal terminology, prentice hall, new jersey, 

2003. 

freeman, sarah, written communication in english, orient 

longman, london, 1977. 

garner, bryan, dictionary of modern legal usage, oxford 

university press, oxford, 2001. 

kreig, paul, longman’s: dictionary of common errors, orient 

longman, london, 2002.  

tripathi, s.c., legal language, writing and general english, turton, 

new delhi, 2001. 

 

7. prescribed readings for module iii and iv 

ep elinger and kj keith, legal research techniques and ideas, s.k. 

verma and m. afzal wani, legal research and methodology, legal 

research and methodology, ili, pp. 219 – 240.  

george d. braden, legal research: a variation on an old lament, 

s.k. verma and m. afzal wani, legal research and methodology, 

legal research and methodology, ili, pp. 16 – 24.  



 hc jain using law library, s.k. verma and m. afzal wani, legal 

research and methodology, legal research and methodology, ili, 

pp.241 - 263.  

jill k. jesson, lydia matheson and fiona m. lacey, doing your 

literature review: traditional and systematic techniques, sage 

publications, n. delhi, part i getting information pp. 7 – 69. 

ram ahuja, research methods, rawat publications, n. delhi, reprint 

2012, chapter 5, problem formation and developing research 

questions, pp. 103 – 119  

ram ahuja, research methods, rawat publications, n. delhi, reprint 

2012, chapter 3, hypotheses, pp. 70 – 90, also chapter 6 research 

design, pp. 12- - 154. 

rattan singh, legal research methodology, lexis nexis, india, first 

edition 2013, part i current trends in research and research 

ethics, pp. 3 – 14.  

rattan singh, legal research methodology, lexis nexis, india, first 

edition 2013, part v presumption and construction of hypothesis, 

pp. 205 – 251.  

sl sharma, identification and formulation of research problem, , 

s.k. verma and m. afzal wani, legal research and methodology, 

legal research and methodology, ili, pp. 301 – 308  

wlliam j. goode and paul k.hatt, methods in social research, first 

india reprint, surjeet publications, 2006, chapter – 6, basic 

elements of the scientific method: hypotheses, pp. 74 – 91.  
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